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on October 23rd the Soviet Union resumed its
liberty of action, its attitude was so rigidly legalistic
that, in the case of a revolution in Portugal, it abso-
lutely refused all assistance to those who might rise
up against their " legal " dictatorial government.
Maisky spoke hard and true words in London, but
in the end the ultimatum to Italy remained a dead
letter. There is no reason to assume that Italian
Fiats were run on Russian oil; nevertheless it
always seems easier for Soviet aeroplanes to fly to
America by the North Pole than from Kiev to
Barcelona. Even at Tcrucl the number of govern-
ment aeroplanes was inferior to that of the enemy.
In the negotiations for the recall of the volunteers
and the recognition of belligerent rights to Franco,
Maisky has until now given way to England step by
step. That this should be so is not surprising. The
endless series of executions in the Soviet Union do
not testify to great internal stability ; the army has
been robbed of its most brilliant leaders, while with
every day the danger of war increases.

Chiang Kai-Shek, who as recently as 1927 allowed
11,000 Communists to be murdered in Shanghai
alone, is not a particularly reliable ally, and the
army of the Chinese Soviet Republics is being used
up on the various fronts. If Chiang Kai-Shek
should again, as in the days of Borodin, commit an
act of betrayal and make his peace with Japan, this